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SOUTHERN MAN is a heartwarming tale full of laughter and tears that follows the adventures of World War II veteran, Jackson Elijah Taylor.  


With homespun charm, Jackson regales us with humorous anecdotes as he describes his humble upbringing on a rustic North Carolina farm.  One day while working the fields, Jackson gets an epiphany and realizes that farming is not for him.  He puts his hoe down and hitchhikes forty three miles to the local army recruiting center to enlist.  After being inducted into military life, Jackson meets his future wife Lilly at a memorable USO Dance.  Before the ink is dry on their wedding certificate, Pearl Harbor is attacked by Japanese forces.


War is declared.  Jackson and his battalion are immediately shipped off to England for training.  They are then sent to the North African desert as part of Operation Torch.  Facing Rommel’s elite Afrika Corps and insurmountable odds, Jackson and only twenty-nine other American soldiers manage to survive this horrific battle.  They are captured and informed how fortunate they are to be POWs.  On this particular day, Rommel needed prisoners for barter which was contrary to his usual custom of executing all enemy combatants.


Jackson endures a series of nightmarish journeys to and throughout Germany where he is imprisoned in various POW camps.  Making friends with several engaging POWs, he learns how to survive the grueling conditions.  Together they find diverse ways to fight the boredom and terror of captivity.  For instance, they form a theatre company and a tumbling team.  Despite Nazi oppression, they even manage to stage a talent night.  One of their most unique diversions involves a mouse and a trial.


While in captivity, Jackson and the men in his barracks make daring forays to help save the starving Russians in the adjacent compound.  Despite the inevitable loss of a beloved fellow soldier, Jackson perseveres.


His adventures after being liberated by the Russian army are no less astounding.  He and two fellow American POWs literally bicycle to freedom through the devastated German countryside.  After reuniting and recuperating with the American troops, Jackson takes an emotional train ride full of self-doubt, exploration and discovery back to North Carolina.


After a three year absence, Jackson poignantly reunites with his wife Lilly.  His journey is a triumphant testament to the enduring human spirit.
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